
Common Fiddleneck (Amsinckia intermedia) 

Order: Boraginales 

Family: Boraginaceae (Borage Family) 

Flowers: March - June 

Amsinckia intermedia is an annual herbaceous plant. This plant is self-pollinated and 
is greatly variable. It is found throughout the peninsula and often encountered in dis-
turbed grassy fields. The leaves are not succulent and the leaf margins are entire. The 
cauline leaves are usually smaller and the basal are often large. The calyx of the 
flower is hairy (bristly) and not fused above the base. The corolla of the flower is 
tubular and exserted out past the calyx. The corolla is yellow to somewhat orange and 
generally has 5 orangish blotches. The corolla tube is also 10-veined near the base. 
Stamens are attached above the middle of the tube and the anthers are generally ap-
pressed to the stigma. The style terminates at the throat of the corolla tube. The fruit 
is a nutlet (generally 4 per flower) that is tubercled and occasionally ridged. 

developed 
nutlets 

abaxial  

adaxial 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

corolla tube  
near base 
10-veined 

corolla 
(7-11 mm) 

stamens  
attached 
above  
middle  
of tube  

 

m
m

 

corolla  
exserted 

throat 

developing 
flower 

corolla 

d
ev

elo
p

in
g
 

n
u
tlets 

developed 
nutlets 

nutlets 

sepal 
(bristly)  backlit  

abaxial  

adaxial 

leaf margin 
(+/- entire) 

stems 
(bristly)  

b
ac

k
li

t 
 



Coastal Cryptantha (Cryptantha clevelandii var. florosa) 

Order: Boraginales 

Family: Boraginaceae (Borage Family) 

Flowers: March - June 

Cryptantha clevelandii var. florosa is an annual herbaceous plant. It is found through-
out the peninsula, most commonly along the coastal bluffs. The leaves are hairy 
(generally strigose and bristly), generally sessile, and are reduced distally on the 
stem. The calyx of the flower is densely strigose and bristly and has a midvein that is 
thickened. The calyx is persistent and encloses the fruit when developed. The calyx is 
also not appressed to the stem when in fruit. The corolla is white with 5 yellowish 
appendages near the top of the throat. The fruit is a nutlet (generally 4 per flower). 
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